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A pet cat in the UK has been confirmed to have been infected with SARS-CoV2, the virus responsible for Covid-19.

UK chief vet Christine Middlemiss confirmed the case on 27 July following tests at the APHA's laboratory in Weybridge five days before.

This is the first UK case of a pet being infected with Covid-19. Its owners had previously tested positive for the virus and it is thought that the cat contracted the infection from them. There is currently no evidence to suggest that pets or other domestic animals are able to transmit the virus to people.

The pet cat was initially diagnosed with feline herpesvirus by a private vet, but the sample was also tested for SARS-CoV2 as part of a research programme at the University of Glasgow (see *VR*, 30 May/6 June 2020, vol 186, p 571). Follow-up samples tested at Weybridge confirmed the cat was coinfected with SARS-CoV2.

Middlemiss said the case was 'rare' and that infected animals detected to date showed only mild clinical signs and recovered within a few days.

The case has been reported to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) in line with international commitments.

BVA president Daniella Dos Santos said: 'While pet owners may be worried by this news, we'd like to emphasise that there continues to be no evidence that infected pets can pass Covid-19 to their owners. There have been a tiny number of cases of Covid-19 in domestic animals worldwide and in all cases it appears likely that the transmission was from infected humans to animals.'

The BVA recommends that owners who are confirmed or suspected to have Covid-19 keep their cat indoors if possible as animals may act as fomites -- the virus could be on their fur in the same way it is on other surfaces, such as tables and doorknobs. Pet owners with Covid-19 are also encouraged to restrict contact with pets as a precautionary measure.

In line with general public health guidance, people are advised to wash their hands before and after being around or handling animals or their food.
